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Dear Sirs
i

MARTIN JOHN HOSSACK
| refer to Y(_)Ul' lefter of 7 February.

In response to your numbered paragraphs:-
b

]
ess o our computer records is oo

1. The group of people who have acc Se0
largé for the individuals to be named. In any event, when the computer Lok \:5

records are accessed by any individual a record of that access is kept on the
syStém. There is no record of anybody actually accessing the records relaling
to your client at any tiine retevant {o this issue, so the question of who might

hav'ej"had access seems to me not one that is worth pursuing.
! i

1 An internal investigation was undertaken by Mr Merrick, who examined

2.

boil'}’lfhe computer and paper records. Mr Merrick found no evidence of these
recofds having been accessed with a view to passing on the information that
was Hisclosed. Nonetheless the Department has accepted that unauthorised

' W . .
and Jnadvertent disclosure took place.

Sl
4. i The woik is split indeed between staff on an alphabetical basis. -
f-fow'gver, given that our investigation has found no evidence of any records
beifg accessed at the relevant time, and that the Department has accepted
raspapsibility for the unauthorised inadvertent disclosure, | do not consider

theré" is anything to be gained in pursuing this line.
!

t the unauthorised inadvertent

5. lu ‘The Departiment of course regrets tha
sly. But | hope the apologies

disclosure was not acknowledged maore prony
expiassed since make up for this. -
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